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EXECUTIVE ORDER

Recreating and Reauthorizing the
Denver Metropolitan Area Regional Air Quality Council

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Office of the Governor of the State of Colorado
and, in particular, pursuant to Article IV, section 2 of the Colorado Constitution, [, Bill
Ritter, Jr., Governor of the State of Colorado, hereby issue this Executive Order
authorizing the Regional Air Quality Council as the lead air quality planning agency for
the Denver Metropolitan Area.

1. Background and Purpose

Quality of life in Colorado is closely tied to environmental quality, including air quality.
While Colorado has made considerable progress in addressing air quality issues, we face
new challenges associated with population growth and tightening environmental
standards. Communities in the Denver Metropolitan Area and the North Front Range
continue to experience elevated ambient concentrations of ozone that pose risks to human
health, especially to children and other vulnerable populations. Reducing regional haze is
an ongoing effort, while reducing levels of nitrogen deposition in Rocky Mountain
MNational Park and meeting the greenhouse gas reduction goals established in Executive
Order D 004 08 present new challenges.

To accomplish the goals of meeting tighter ozone standards. reducing regional haze.
reducing nitrogen deposition within Rocky Mountain National Park, and meeting
Colorado’s greenhouse gas reduction goal, we must adopt measures to reduce emissions
of ozone precursors from stationary sources, the transportation sector, and other sources.
Doing so requires evaluation of emissions sources, atmospheric fate and dispersion. and
technically and economically feasible emissions reduction measures available for
stationary sources and the transportation sector. In addition, these etfforts require close
coordination between the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
(*CDPHE"), the Colorado Department of Transportation (“CDOT™), and the many local
governments and transportation planning regions affected.

The Governor of the State of Colorado, pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C.
§ 7504, is authorized to designate a lead agency for air quality planning with the
responsibility to prepare air quality plans for the region to demonstrate and ensure long-
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term compliance with federal air quality standards. The Regional Air Quality Council
(*Council”) has been an important actor in the development of strategies to improve air
quality and coordinate air quality planning initiatives for the greater Denver Metropolitan
Area. This Executive Order recreates. reauthorizes and directs the Council to engage ina
coordinated process with CDPHE., CDOT, and local government and transportation
agencies to develop and report on the options to further reduce emissions from vehicles,
reduce vehicle miles traveled and other measures that yield emission reductions from the
transportation sector. In addition, the Executive Order directs the Council to continue
with their ongoing duty to develop and propose revisions to the State Implementation
Plan in compliance with the requirements of the Clean Air Act.

2. Council Designated
The Regional Air Quality Council (“Council™) is the hereby designated as the lead air
quality planning agency for the Denver metropolitan area in its status as a non-profit

Colorado corporation. The Council shall perform only those duties and functions
specifically designated in this Executive Order.

3. Roles and Coordination with Other Entities

A, Role of the Couneil

The Council has proved to be an important component in the State of Colorado’s
development of strategies to improve air quality and coordinate air quality
planning initiatives for the greater Denver Metropolitan Area. The Council
recently completed action, in conjunction with the North Front Range
Transportation and Air Quality Planning Council, on a set of measures designed
to bring the Front Range Ozone Nonattainment Area into compliance with the
0.08 parts per million 8-hour National Ambient Air Quality Standard for ozone.

It is likely that even with the measures recently proposed by the Council to attain
the 0.08 ppm ozone standard, the Denver and North Front Range areas will be
unable to demonstrate attainment of the 0.075 ppm standard unless the State of
Colorado adopts additional measures to reduce emissions of ozone precursors
from stationary sources, the transportation sector, and from other source
categories. Additional emission reductions will be required of stationary sources
under the requirements of the regional haze program and the plan to reduce
nitrogen deposition in Rocky Mountain National Park. CDPHE will lead and
coordinate the development of the emission reduction strategies for stationary
sources that will work to improve ambient ozone concentrations, regional haze
and decrease nitrogen deposition at Rocky Mountain National Park. However,
further emission reductions may be needed from the transportation sector to bring
the area into compliance with the latest federal ozone standard and to ensure
progress toward accomplishment of the Colorado Climate Action Plan’s goals.






